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Satire’s my weapun; but Pin too discreet, 

fo run a-muck and tilt at all 1 meet: 

f only wear it in a land of Iectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, shurpers, and directors.— Pore. 
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AN ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 


On the degradation and misery of their Country ; and the 
means which they, IN THEMSELVES possess, not only to 
save it from utter ruin, but to raise it to its proper rank 
and consequence amonyst nations. By GEkoRGE ENSOR, 
ESO. ;— 


NOT INAPPLICABLE TO ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND. 

One of the leading objects of the Reformers of England and 
Scotland, in the last active campaign against the boroughmon- 
gers, In 1819, was to obtain the co-operation of the Catholics 
of Ireland ; and to induce them to substitute the demand of 
‘the Liberty OF IRELAND,” for the useless cry of “ Cathc« 
* lic Emancipation :”—a will o’-th’-wisp, to follow which was 
at once dangerous and ridiculous. Such was the dread of the 
boreugh tribe, lest this object should be effected, that Mr: 
GRATTAN was induced (by what means we know not) to sully 
his past laurels, and to sink into the grave, in the very act of 
leaving the despicable advice to his countrymen, to continue 
crouching like slaves, in vain petitions for rights, which it is 
treason to nature, and blasphemy against Heaven, to withhold 
from any people. 


Von. LX, No. 23. 
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Phe evils that Lave since that period alicted [reland, and the 


-*. . re » + ) «’ he } de : ‘ . re ~ - ‘ y ’ > . 
Gulpeous fiat fiave been practtsed bys Lie dominant faction, 


. 


. . : . Lf , 4 : 1} e. P ; pee i 
have mdauced sir, fhnsor, well known as an 


acvocate of rational 
frecdlom, to pena masterly appeal to irs countrymen, upon this 
fopie; whieh caniot fail to be interesting to the whole nation ; 
because the present state of Tretand is bat a type of the future 
condition ot Englund, at no very distant period; and from the 
same cayee,  Treiaid owes all its evils te its conquest by Eng- 
land; aud the consequences of that conquest, which kept the 
conquered in subjection to the conquerors, as effectually as the 
slave population is kept in subjection to the whites by 
a omuiitary force i the West Indies. Is it) said that 
Unghind has no‘ been conquered + awnei} 3} ({ that ho parallel 
ean be drawn between the two countries?—-we answer, 
that Enoland aus been econcguered, and that the 


et 


parallel 
will fuily hold. ft is net more an fistovies! faet, that fretand 


was conquered by Begland, and that the covniry is now, and 
has been, governed by a few adventurers four Engiand, sup- 
ported by a midiiary force—than that England has been con- 
quercd, and is now woveraed, by a few political speculators, 
who have usurped the supreme authority, bv trafficking in the 
Itbertics of the netion; and who have also at their beck an 
armed force, ready to carry into edect thetr wnjnst aud oppres- 
sive decrees. “The efiect of conquest in Freland, lias been to 
proseribe the great majority of its inhabitants, as unfit to be 
trusted with the enjovment of civil rights, either political or 
religious, fn England, the usurpation of the boroughmongers 
has also proscribed the great majority, to the same effect, though 
ii amore cautions, and more deceptive manner. — Treland is 
dramed of her resources, to supply absentees with the means of 
profiigacy in other countries;—and_ this effect is also beginning 
to be felt in England, and will ie peed gradually until tt 
reacizes the same climax of misery. ‘The state of Treland should, 
bicebiines be constantly kept before the eyes of the British pubs 


hie, There the same system that is operating at home, has 
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seached a degree of aggravation that must carry with it a full 
conviction of its infernal nature to every capacity :—and which 
should string every nerve to resist its perpetuation here. If the 
Press begins to operate in Ireland, (and this address of Mr. 
Ensor’s will do much towards unfettering it) that country, which 
affords us a sad picture of the wretchedness, misery, and degra- 
dation, to whicli tyranny and misrule can reduce a people; 
may also give us an earlier example than is anticipated, of the 
means which a nation possesses cf reforming itself, when its 
rulers are either indifferent to its wrongs, or lend themselves to 
the oppression which maddens and despoils the mhabitants. 

Mr. Ensor commences by ridiculing the expectations that 
© Catholic emancipation,’ will ever be granted by the British 
Parliament, which were entertained by the Irish, in 1821. He 
then proceeds to describe the advantages which Ireland derived 
from that sovereien remedy for all Irish wrongs—the King’s 
visit /—which, like the fabled virtue of the royal touch in the 
disease called the King’s evil, was to exterminate all discord, 
eal all wounds, and render Ireland, a perfect paradise. 

‘The populace of Dubha, and their leaders, having done 
many prodigious things, and the King being refreshed, he pa- 
vadcd the city; on other auspicious days, he visited the Linen- 
hall, where many more trustees attended this parade than ever 
attended the interests of the Staple Manufacture of Ireland. 
The King visited.the Bank, where he saw money-changers sub- 
stituted for the representatives of the Irish nation. He lunched 
with the Reyal Dublin Society, who encourage Literature and 
the Arts, distribute prizes for the best specimens of the Poa 
Annua, and fix the wages of siik weavers. Besides, the King 
dined with the Lord Mayor, with the University—he dined and 
slept at the Marquis of Conyngham’s. 

“ Other acts of grace and favour should be mentioned. He 
made Lord Fingala Knight of St. Patrick—he actually, after 
an official communication, obliged a master stone-cutter, an 
Alderman, to excuse his insult to Majesty and the Irish nation, 
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The Xing also addressed a paternal letter to his faithful people 
of Treland. He thea embarked from Dunlearv, now honoured 
by the title of Kingstown, in respect of his Majesty’s depar- 
tuce. 

“ Again, what raptures, what wallowing in the dust, what 
creeping and fawning, what puddling im the ebbing tide, what 
plunging and swimming, to present a farewell sonnet to Majesty, 
or catch a hast glance of the Royal presence ; and surely never 
was the regal state so escorted, onsea or stream, since Cleopatra 
sailed down the Cydnus, with her attending Nereids. Burst- 
ing with zeal, the shouting went forth. What must be done to 
memorial this mighty achievement, far exceeding many circum- 
navigations of the elobe by a generous people ¢ A monument— 
amonument. ‘shen fhegan subscriptions, meetings ia Dublin, 
i towns and villages ; sernions, cireuiais, hand-bills, to promote 
the good and great purpose. But what shall the monument 
be? A Palace, a Temple, a Church, a Bridye, a Pillar, nothing 
~-for the money collected is less than the cost of a pshtical 
present from the British Court to the last Persian Atabassador.”’ 

Afier thus ridiculing most deservedly, the ostentatious parade 
of triffes, of which the King’s visit was composed, Mr. Ensor 
probes the ulcers of his unfortunate country to the core. He 
shews the mockery of the pretended change of the Irish go- 
vernment; and gtves us a portrait of Mr. Pluukett, the present 
Attorney General of Ireland, which the historian of these times 
will adopt for the advantage of posterity, After an indignant 
summary of the evils inflicted upon Ireland, he proceeds: — 

‘Such have been the tremendous visitations by brutal rulers 
on conguered [reland; nay more, all those not of the En- 
glish faction, were excluded from property and education, 
and in the bosom of families spies and informers were en- 
couraged by great rewards, that is, as far as laws could pre- 
vail, the Trish people we:e condemned to beggary, and bar- 
barism, and disnatured beyond savageness itself, and vet 
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they are reviled! Even now, every circumstance which 
should connect man with the Government-—equal laws, jus- 
tice, native rulers, domestic legislature; all which attaches 
men to property, comfort, sympathy from the opulent, and 
a re-issue of rent by the landlords to those who extract the 
produce of the svil is scarcely known in Ireland—for the 
legislature and the laws, and the proprietors are all extrinsic 
to Ireland, and rents are collected only to be swept off in 
masses, never to return. Yet what is proposed for these 
evils? A repetition of despotic laws, and the Miltary Po- 
lice Bill. This couples dotage with drivelling. Add law to 
law, make every offence capital. Let not Draco’s, but the 
Irish code, be the sanguinary beacon. Go farther, repeal 
all laws, make the Marquis Wellesley as wilful iv Ireland as 
Ali Paeha in Greece—thing you that tranquiility will follow ? 
The Greeks, at the risk of extermination, are now ia arms 
against the Sultan, so tiie Cypriots formerly, jaded by the 
tyranny of the Venetians, abandoned themselves to the 
Turks. He that hopes no good, fears no evil. Itis said what 
can you insurgents effect? You who say so, talk of reason 
to these whom you have prevented from thinking; you have 
left them nothing but passions, and their hatred of your 
power is stronger than ail the rest. Kail as you please, re- 
sistance and enmity lave been impianted im man’s nature, to 
protect man’s liberty, they proceed from feeling. Sul'y, 
the great Minister of Henry IV. of France, said the people 
are never insurgent except from intolerable suffering. To 
punish in such cireumstances,. is to punish sense, and make 
war on the sensibilities of mankind. Governments, and none 
more than that of Ireland, call those who protest against their 
misrule by the only means which their situation affords, se- 
ditious; yet this is the very epithet applied by Piato, not 
to the disturved people, but to their noxious Governments. 
Speaking generally, the philosopher says, ({ use Taylor’s 
wersiow’) ‘ for no one of these is a polity but all of them may 
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with the greatest rectitude be called sedifivus, because im 
these the willing never rule over the willug, but over the 
unwilling, and this always with a certain violence, and in 
these as tle Governor fears the Governed, he nevez at any 
time suflers them to become voluntary, good, rich, strong, 
brave, or altogether warlike.’—(de Legib. fib. 8.) Truly 
those are the seditious who provoke sedition, aud who in de- 
fiance of all history, and particularly of the records of Tristi 
history, pursue the same inveterate and perverted course. 
Those are the criminals who in depite of human nature, aad 
uninterrupted experience propose the means and the agency 
of mischief.” 

“This cannot continue —the subject of Emancipation may 
be defeated by those juggling tiends who hold ‘ the word of 
promise to our ears and break it to our hope ;’ the question 
of tithes may be postponed, enquiry may be negatived ; Mr. 
Peel may receive a notice for the repeal of the union with 
amazement, and call that flagitious deed a solemn compact, 
the Ministry and the English Parliament may repeal every 
eivil defence—they may with yeomen, and military, and 
police, and barracks, circumvent the Irish, as wild be asts in 
the Roman ampliitheatres, still the world, by its political 
improvements will redeem this country, even if England 
should not reuouace the expensive, odious, aud desperate 
responsibility of misgoverning Ireland, For this year, to the 
military charge which nearly equals the whole expenditure 
of the United States of America, is superadded a million 
to feed a starving, and repress an insurgent population. 
This England cannot support; physically or financially it 
exceeds her power. Moral authority she has none, the 
popular feelings of the world are adverse to her—she is 
leagued with despots, and by ber Alien Bill she has dwindled 
from riot-master to be keeper of the watch aud ward for the 
Holy Allies. She cannot controul the Ionian Isles without 
diargiug their people. Canada refuses the supplies—the 
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upper and lower divisions are coudemued to be united— 
united or separated, they cost England half'a milion annually, 
and they will soou be absorbed by the expanding influence of 
the United States. Such is the English Government i its 
foreign relations, while at home the universal ery is economy 
and reform. Reform first adopted by the manufacturers, 
whose minds were strengthened by collision, soon became the 
comimon hope of the yeomaury of Britain, aud the landed pre- 
prietors at last have joined iheir voice to that of their tenantry, 
capital and rents being both swept away by the war for legi- 
timacy; and as tlie distress continues the tormenting motives 
for reform quickened with unmitigated fury. In this situation, 
involved abroad, beset at home, the Eniglish Government 
eannct hold in thraldom the greater portion of seven millions 
of men, who, urged by the impulse of the world, have learned 
their rights, and who must, with the march of events, authen- 
ticate their knowledge by their streagth and numbers.” 

There are three measures, which Mr. Ensor presses upon 
his countrymen as necessary to the restoration of the liberties 
of Ireland, which are almost of equal importance to the recovery 
of the rights of England. ‘The first of these is, to conciliate 
the parties and factiows, which the conquerors, (here the 
Boroughmonyers) have hitherio fomcaéea.’ The next, ts to 
obtain equal laws, asthe means of guaraiteeing equal rights; 
and the third is the adolitien oe; tythes. Mr. Ensor’s remarks 
on the lattersubject areof great importance at a period when 
the whole country is agitated with respect to it; aud atime, too, 
when encreasing distress will reader the evils more intolerable 
every day. 

“ The third measure for the disconquest of frcland is the 
abolition of tithes. This subiect requires a few remarks, fromm its 
uuportance ; but the arrogance with which this rapacity is up- 
held, provekes them. Tt is said that tithes are the property 
of the Church. The Churcis 


@ free-will offering, and afierwards sigudied a conerevalion of 


efore the tustitiutien of titles as 
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Christians, or, as Fra Paolo Sarpi said, ‘the Church is only a 
body of as inany members as there are persons who lave receiv- 
ed baptisn.’—(Rights of Sovereigns, p. 4.) Tu progress of 
time the Christian Clergy assumed the title of the CHurcu, as 
they afterwards appropriated the tithe, which was originally pro- 
vided for the pocr, and for hospitality and religious edifices. 
Such is the origin of the Clergy as the Church, and of their right 
to tithes,a right, it is said, equal to any man’s right to his 
acres; which means, I conclude, that the pretensions of both 
are founded in law. Suppose so, then Mr. Wright, who in- 
formed against 360 Clergymen as non-residents, was equally 
entitled to the penaltles under the Act, as the Clergy to their 
tythes, yet the Legislature stultified itself, and extending the 
benefit of clergy, left Wright without his wages in order that 
the clergy might sin without centroul. 

“Suppose tithes are property, is that the reason which 
should prevent the Legislature from interfering with their ope~ 
ration, aad particularly in Ireland, where the vote of agistment 
freed a}l grass-lands from tithes—where Lord Castlereagh, the 
Afforney aud Soltcitor-General, introduced a bill, and tad it 
passed, by which ail arrear of tithes was declared to be satisfied. 
Besides, what should exclude ti‘fies, supposing them property, 
from Legislative visitation ? All acts of Imitation destroy a 
pre-existing right fo property ; canals are mace, streets enlarged, 
in despite of proprietors, because a partial inconvenience shali 
not countervaila general good, Then, why should not tithes be 
commuted or abolished, when their perniciousness 1s radical 
and universal, converting the ministers of Christ into publicans 
and sinners, and equally defeating the goodness of God and the 
labour of man? for Archdeacon Paley said honestly of tithes, 
‘* truly itis the most pernicious of all taxes,” and more perni- 
cious in Treland than in any other country on earth. Many, in 
consequence, of all ranks and parties, declared this opinion last 
Session of Parliament- Not so Mr. Plunkett, convert and 
placemen—he affirmed that “ tue Clergy are not adequately 
provided for-—that the clamour agaiast {hem is unjust,” and that 


~ 


THE BLACK DWARE. 80! 


‘* they, fromthe exactions of landlords, are oftea left to an 
insolvent fund-”—(Times, May 18.) Sir John Newport con- 
tradicted the whole statement, and appealed to the Statute Book 
which records, that distress ‘nd consequent insurrections did 
not arise from rents, but tithes. Mr. Plunket’, iu his burning 
zeal, also said, “ on the subject of commutation, which had 
been talked of, hecould not see how it could be entertained 
without infringingyen the general rights of property ;” adding, 
that if tithes be touched, the funds are in jeopardy, and the 
lands gone. This is the true Anti-Jacobinical cant, a little too 
antiguated for those who have land, and no revenue, after the 
payment of taxes andtithes. Mr. Plunkett, rising in his might, 
said, “ the ery against the Clergy always appeared to him il- 
liberal and ill-founded.”—(Times, April 23.)—Always ! had not 
this man a contest respecting his own tithes? Always ii{iberal 
and ill-founded! Then, how great an offender was Henry 
Grattan, that dear Triend over whom he mourned ? [liberal 
and ill.founded'! * Hear itye winds, and bear it oa your rosy 
wines to Heaven.” Mr. Grattan offered to prove, that tithe of 
turf was demanded and farmed, and that poor wretches were 
dragged as felons to gaol, fornot complying with such demands, 
he offered to prove, tuat tithe of wheat was charged 19s., 
potatoes, 20s., meadow, 7s. ; and that in 1780, the demand 
of tithe absolutely exceeded the rentof the land—and that 
rent a rack reat! Mr. Grattan also, said in the uncompromising 
vigour of his intellect,” that tithes were founded in the days of 
distress and bigotry, and theyare continued in the present en- 
lightened age, through perverseness and wickeduess ;” he added, 
‘‘TJaugh at the idea, that Parliament caunot interfere in the 
business because tithes are private property. [ say they are 
public property, to defray a public expense, which ts the main- 
tenance of the Clergy.” 

“ Jt isa monstrous and prostitute abuse of language to call 
tithes private property. ‘The Clerzy are officers of the State, 
and paid by tithes, the barbarous revenue of rude ages; yet I 
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do not wonder that the Clerey, considering their riches ard 
remissness, should repute themselves Lords paramount, whom 
none should question or — But we will suppose, for 
argument, that clerical tithe: taker” we proprietors —surcly no 
otber than actual incumbents have this right. ‘he sons of 
Bishops, the minions of borough patrons, &c., have no in- 
heritable claim to tithe; orif they have—if the father’s iu. 
tention that his son should be Dean —if the Mimisier’s intention 
that his tutor shall ih Bishop, give an inchoate right to tithe 
certainly those only who are in being can have this right, 
the State has absolute dominion over tithes, in respect to the 
coming generation, 

“ But Tsay, that neither nursling expectants, nor iicumbents 
by promise, nor the iiolders of one, to, or three livings, are 
proprietors, but mere officers ; and in Ireland, for the most part, 


undutiful in their vocation, many of them are notoriously per 


Jured; swearing to uphold parish seliools, aud not doiag se. 


rat 


sesides, of 12706 benelices in Ireland, 102 want churehcs, and 
507 churches want resident incumbents, Phe reasons are 02° 
Vious—the tithe system is part of the residuary conguest 6% 
lreiand, and in many places Protestant clergymen are billetted 
ON parishioners 3 in some vii des ure cancel as soldiers at free 
quatiers—they are sent, uot as Ministers of peace, but of ven- 
geante, to grind the faccs of a poor Catholic population. Ans- 
ther reason is, that by sictibsce Parsons svon jose all feeling 
to their duties. One parishis sicglected, and thenall; besides 
pluralities and unisons have so increased the wealth of the Cler- 
gy, that they are unfit for their occupation, Compare the in- 
cumbent of a great living, and in an ascending series. Plura- 
lists, Bishops, Archbishops, sive 20,0001, a year, who are ho- 
nored as the Idol Bel by the King of the Babylonians ; and thie 
moderate and equal salaries without tithe, and the 1 “id atten: 
dance of the Scotch Presbyterian Clergy ; yet > these evils 
iucrease, and to sucha height, that the Grand Juries of diite- 
rent counties, Clare, Wichiow, Queen’s County, King’s 


— 








THR BLACK DWARP. S03 


County, Tipperary, Limerick, and Armagh, have petitioned 
for a commutation of tithes. 

“ Though tithe has been so fruitiul a cause of enuiity and 
insurrection, never has the government seriously attempted to 
relieve the people of this enormous evil. The Duke of Rut 
land, when Lord Lieutenant of Trelaud, in answer to Bishop 
Watson (Life and p. 154) who had written to him respecting 
the disturbances arising from paymeut of tihes, said, ‘1 will 
have the whole cause of dispute accurately drawa up for your 
consideration, where you wiil see the grievances complained of, 
which iz a degree are founded, but which it is difficult to redress, 
without endangering what mus{ be supported Thus this great 
Borough-holder, with all his prejudices, aduiiis the evil; but 
it must not be redressed. Hence tlie prouiise of Secretary 
after Secretary, that the question of tithes was under consider- 
ation; hence the contradiction of the same Secretaries to answer 
the turn of debate. Mr. W. Pole said in his Secretaryship, 
that ‘the Catholics paid tithe cheerfully;’ while Mr. Goul- 
burn said, ‘every maa wiio knew tie state of Ireland, knew 
the difficulty of getting any tities at ail.’ (May 16 ) 

“These ‘ waiters on providence’ have wearied ont the patience 
of the oppressed, aud their insolence has exasperated them. 
It is said that the Parson seldom gets his tlie. If he draw, 
does he take less than the teath? If he compound, should he 
obtain as much in the conversion price as if he were paid in 
kind? But what is it to the public whether the Priest obtains 
the tithe, when the tithe, aud more than the tithe, is often 
Jevied inmouey, Sir Jolin Newport offered to prove, in 1812, 
that forty acres of potatoe ground, ix the diocese of Cashel, paid 
five pounds an acre tithe for its produce! and it was proved by 
the affidavit of Mr. Hamilton of Newry, that Wier, tithe Proc- 
tor to the Rev. Mr. Clelland, Lord Castlereagh’s tutor, de- 
manded fourteen guineas for less than seven acres of meadow; 
that seven guineas were offey.d and refused, and that this tithe 


Proctor carried of a quantity of hay, which he claimed as his 
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right, for the tithe,—‘ deponent at the same time alleging he 
was taking more than he was entitled to. ‘The rapacity in- 
creases and extends ; new and unusual tithe was lately de- 
manded in the parish of Ahaloo, in Ulster, and murder was 
committed. In Mayo, an attempt was made to introduce tithe 
of potatoes, agaiust which the Grand Jury called the attention 
of parliament; and this happened in this year, when it is said 
four-fifths of the population of Mayo were subsisting on alms. 
As tithes increase, the rents fail, which disproves the lie, that 
if tithes were abolished, rents would proportionally eucrease, 
and the poor be unrelieved. [In consequence of this immense 
surcharge, and the distress of the times, a disposition has been 
manifested by the chief landed proprietors in Ireland, of all 
parties, Nobles, Members of Parliament, Gentry, Lmpropria- 
tors, to reiieve the people from tithe ; and the nonsensical tithe- 
leasing Bill confirms them in their determinati 

“And shall not the people succeed? The contest, to be 
sure, is between the rich and the poor, and hitherto the latter 
have been unfeelingly trampled on. Some years since (1813), 
a bill was brought into parliament to relieve cotiiers, holders of 
snail portions of land, from the visitation of the tithe Proctor, 
the Parson’s jackall. Sir William Scott raged, and declared if 
was subversive of property and the church, Yet do I say, that 
upholding suc’ practices is subversive of bumanity and of 
Christ’s Institutions. Would Christ authorise his Ministry to 
raise a yevenue from the poor and the poorest. ‘The distin- 


guishing characteristic of Chiristianity is the solicitous relief of 
the poor ; yet the reason given why the cottier’s field should be 
taxed is, that the bulk of contributors in many parishes are 
small, miserable holders, and to exonerate these would reduce 
the Clergy’ srevenue. ‘Lis isthe reason given by Parsons and 
their friends, in a Christian country, for mulcting the holders of 
plots of ground and potatoe gardens. Is this avreeable to the 
Christian religion? and what avails the pertission of the civil 
law to take a tenth, if taking it controvert the positive injaunc- 
tions of the Gospel? To harracs the poor is homicide ; and, in 
emphatie language, he that does so is a@ man of blocd. 

“ After Christ’s authority, a thousand times repeated, it is un~ 
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necessary to say, that to tithe the poor contradicts the law of 
Constantine, the first Christian Emperor, who prohibited the 
taxgatherer from molesting the poor agriculturist (Code Theod, 
lib. 2, tit. Bleg. 1.). It also practically contradicts the law of 
England; for in Treland wretches support the Parson, who in 
England would be supported by the parish. 

“Nothing imaginable equals the rapacity and vengeance of 
the tithe-takers. In Ireland tithes are farmed; yet the public 
revenue so raised formerly in this country, was altered by 
Lord Clarendon, who stated that, ‘ by this practice, the poor are 
miserably harrassed.’ Tithes are levied by tithe-proctors, needy 
sycophants, pictured in their circumstances and calling, and 
consequences, in Proverb, 28, 3:—* A poor man that oppres- 
seth the poor, is like a sweeping rain which Icaveth no food.’ 
‘hese wretches also turn the law to their account. In Galway 
alone—one of the present famishing counties—in a few years, 
an incredible number of tithe cases were litigated—litigated in 
a Court where an Ecclesiastic is Judge. Yet the evil increases : 
and I repeat, while rents fall, tithes increase. ‘The Marquis of 
Lansdowne mentioned several parishes in which the tithe now 
exceeds the valuation of 1815 by 75 percent. (Times, March 
16, 1822); and this year the Bishop of Waterford, having 
80001. a year from his See, actually raised his tithes in Tippera- 
ry in the present distress! is this tobe endured? Yes, for we 
hear the ominous cabalistical words—-Property—Church and 
State—Sacred. Oh, much-abused Catholics of Europe ! you 
are called priest-ridden. Protestan's, who cannot obtain any re- 
lief or hope, sav so~—though in Catholic countries tithes are 
abolished, as in France and Buenos Ayres, or reduced, asin 
Spain, from the tent! to the twentieth; yet in Ireland there 
can be no remission now. nor prospectively, though tithe inflict 
famine and excite insurrection. ‘Tithe, in Ireland, isa curse ; 
and if I knew a stronger word, I should use it. Miserable Ca- 
tholics ! obhged to support the Protestant church by conquest, 
and your own by <luty. Thacher is a strong ass, crouching down 
between two burthens. On what principle, except of conquest, 
is a Catholic country forced to support a Protestant Priesthood. 
The same outrage was attempted in Scotland ; but the Presby- 
ferians resisted the iusposition, at ouce, ofsa Protestant establish- 
ment and tithes—and they have flourished accordingly. From 
Scotland look to Canada:—in Canada, where the Roman Ca- 
tholic Clergy are numerous, the,Catholics pay one twenty-sixth, 
as tithe to thew own Clergy: but the Protestants—the few— 
are exempted—(M. R. November 1819, p. 250.) but the Irish 
are an exception, considered either as an integral part of the 


empire, or asa province ; and from: this abasement there is no 
redemption,” 
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This portyait of wie nature of the tythe—system in Treland 
may startle many; bit itis by no means too highly coloured 
Ali who are aequainie| with that country agree, that words 
cannot paint the misery which the tythe system produces there ! 
it isnot merely a desclating agency that Cestroys the fruits of 
mdustry—but a moral vestilence, which perverts all natural 
good into political evil! It eeastes, at once, and sterilizes the 
earth ;-—aind this wader the pretence of supporting religion ! 
Ob! Shame! where is thy blush ! 

Upon the select of the Union, Mr. Ensor is eloquently in- 
dignant. Fle desiguates if as ¢ the last-bora of sin and death 
in that country. ‘Phe infamons means taken to efiect it—the 
base treachery of those representatives, who being elected for 
a certain period, did worse than vete themselves perpetual by 
annihilating the authority they were elected touphold ; and de- 
priving the people of a domestic legislature, by the votes of 
their deputed legislators. "Phe septennial act was a venial 
treason to this suicide of legislation in Ireland. The repeal 
ofthis montrons act, Mir. Fnsor conjures his countrymen to 
demand ; and his convincing elucidation of its evils seems to 
have made some impression upon the madmen of the Dublin 
corporations ; who, theugh averse to the freedom of all, would 
gladly hailthe returnof that expenditure in Dubijin which the 
Unoin has destrosed. The conclusion of this excellent address 
is as follows: 

“itissaid the Act of Union is conclusive. What! is it 
more defuue than the final adjustment of 1782? and yet, that 
Gas repealed. so law can be conclusive, which is not moral 
nt its mens, and beneficent im its effects. To talk of law, 
both wicked and ruinous, concluding mankind, is blasphemy. 
My countrymen -- the restoration of your rights—the repeal of 
the Union, is in your own power. What can resist the will of 
seven millions ef mien? Then declare your will. You must 
succeed: fur Ciod and all good mea are with you. 

“My Countrvinen, | havenow dove; I have spoken, with 
freedom, the atiribute of truth; then, talk no more of Catho- 
lic Emancipation, but of Trish liberty. What gratification could 
you obtain by participating with the state faction, a privilege 
which all unsophisticated Protestants despise ?- What! will you 
sigh and petition (and without chance of success) to obtain a 
privilege in a Constitution, in its parodied, pantomimic state-— 
a Constitution which Englishmen consider, in its Imperial dig- 
nity, adverse to ancient principles, unworthy of the illumination 
of the time, and the intelligence of the people ? Does it agree 
with the ascendancy of your virtue, to labour to attain that 
which your countrymen and your neighbours abandon in dis- 
eust? The reltef of your country of Protestants, Dissenters, 
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and Catholics, alone merits your sympathy, and ambition. 
Farewell, my countrymen; I have spoken honestly to you, and 
f iknow the risk; but with my feelings, suffering in our cause 
«ould be some cousolation. 


“ Ardress, Ang. 1822 GEORGE ENSOR.” 


Phese who know what RIsk is encountered, by the publica. 
tion of these truths in Ireland, will be best enabled to appre. 
einte the moral courage of the author of such an Address :— 
un! we trust it will have an effect corresponding to the wishes 
and resolution of the spirit that penned it. We have had some 
expecience of the truth of the latter declaration—that to sufer 
insuch «cause is some consolation :—and we trust all who are 
ealled upon to suffer, in the cause of the rights of man, will 
remember that it is their sufferings to which those rights will be 
uilimately indebted for their triumph. T. J. W. 


r 


— 





MASCELLANIES. 


——- ---—» 


Consistency ov tur Bar-—In the affidavit of Mr. Hunt, com- 
plaining of the iliveral abuse of Mr. C. F. Williams, when Bridle, 
was broucht up for judgment we find the following statement 
which ought to calla blush upon the cheek of Mr. Williams, if he 
Nad not forgot thai ** boyish habit, knowa ere shame is lost.”— 
Mer. Willams and his two vieces, at a time when all females 
were prohibited from seeing Mr. Hunt by the orders of the magis- 
frates, went into Mr. Hunt's bed-room, when he was ill, and Mr. 
W. then ** heartily, cordially, and in the most friendly manner 
shook hands wilh Mr. H.; sympaihised ta his cruel and uniust 
sufferings; and expressed his abhorrence at, and censured in the 
strongest and wost unequivocal terms, the Judges of the King’s 
Bench, in vassing the seutence, which he designated as nujust, 
ernel, and -——-—.” ‘fhe affidavit proceeds to state, that Mr. 
Wilhams informed Mr. Hont, on the pessing of the sentence, that 
Me. Searleit had turned round to the bar, and, ‘in an emphatic 
manner declared tl was a most vindictive sentence, and calenlated to 
do an infinite deal of mischief.’ Itacds, that Mr. C. BP. Williams said 
en oath to the parliamentary commission, that he had visited Mr. 
Hunt because he hed been his counsel ; which Mr. H. positively 
denies ; and states that Mr. C. F. Wiiiaws then came to solicit Mr. 
Hont toemptoy him ! 


Beasts or prey.—DBanks of the Humber, Nov. 1822.—This 
nevchbourhocd has jung been infested with a set of vermin, and 
among the rest @ sly fox, which had committed dreadful devasta- 
tien. Unfortunateiy, they had, latterly been joined by a fierce 
walf, which makes sad havoe amongst the sheep! They had 
enmitedly made such sad depredatioas, that many of the inhabitants 
are brought in consequence thereof, to the brink ef ruin. Some 
had emisrated to America s in order to avoid these rapacious ani- 
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snals. The death of several more has doubtless been accelerated, 
by the apprehensions of want and inisery, produced by those beasts 
of prey. Many individuals bave even been compelled to take 
shelter from them io the Poor-house. The worst of it is, these 
animals do nut ravage mere/y for themselves. If that were the 
case, they would soon be glutted with excess; but they cater al- 
most entirely for the great beasts of prey, leaving a very scanty pore 
tion in ‘eed for their own eating. It may be asked, perhaps, ‘* Are 
there No men here to put a stop to these horrid ravages??? That 
question is, however, of too delicate a nature to be answered dis- 
tinctly at present. 

Crerican Exceccvence.—The clergy in general labour very dili- 
gently to accomplish their own downfal. The following facts are 


‘worthy of circulation. Some time ago a poor labouring man, who 


resides not fifly miles from Drifeld, in Yorkshire, removed his 
family to a neighbouriug parish. Soon after, one of his children 
died ; and being anxisus to have it laid by the side of his “ fa- 
thers,” he sent a notice to the parson accordingly. After the fune- 
ral service was read, the parson, before the corpse was cousigsed 
to the grave, demanded doub/e fees; on account, forsvoth of non- 
residence! The poor man, already sunk in grief, was now over- 
whelmed with astonishment; and it is a fact, that the coffin re- 
mained by the side of the grave, until the requisite sum was bor- 
rowed in the villave !! In the same parish, a labourer’s wife who 
had iacreased the number of our goed King’s subjects, delayed ap- 
pearing iu the church, after her recovery. to bs whut is usually 
called “ churched.” In due time, the parson called ; and in an an- 
gry and insolent manner, told her he would report her to the 
spiritual court, for depriving him of his lawful perquisite! The 
poor woman, unwilling to run the risk of getting into the glead’s 
elaws, offered him the fee,—one shilling—and asked when she 
must appear. ‘* It is of no consequence,” said he, ‘* J have got my 
“ sight; and, as for the rest, ‘‘ it is only a mater of course.” 
Does not this man deserve indicting for bringing the church into 
con'empt, far more than a professed railer at its doctrines ? 


Country or Mivo.esex.—A Requisition is now signing in this 
County, for a Meeting of the Freeholders, to he held in December, 
for the purpose of applying, by Petition, to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, for a Reform of the Hepresentation of the People in the 
Legislature, as a proper basis of all measures, having for their ob- 


jects—Retrenchment in the public expenditure, a reduction of 


debt, relief from the pressure of ali unnecessary taxation, or a re- 
dress of gricvauccs- , 





fO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We heg leave to inform F. W,, that we intend shortiy to publish 
the whole of the subscriptions we have received for Mr, Lewis; 
when, if any error or omission Lakes place, we shall feel great plea- 
gure in rectifying it, 
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FOREIGN POLITICS.—CONDITION OF SPAIN AND 
PORTUGAL. 


The swords of the Constitutionalists of Spain have destroyed 
the prospect of war between that country and France. The 
“ Army of Faith,” that focus of fomented discontent at the 
newy order, has been in effect annihilated ; and its leaders driven 
from post to post, from position to position, to the French 
frontier; where they are no longer welcomed as friends, but 
disarmed and received as so many desperate fugitives. The 
wislom of the Spanish Cortes is the subject of universal ad mira- 
tion; and affords a glorious refutation of the charge, that 
the friends of revolution are the friends of anarchy and confu- 
sion. Placed in a situation the most difficult; goaded by 
irritation almost beyond human endurance; with a full 
knowledye of the base authors of the disorders which af- 
flicted the country; and with the means in their hands of in- 
stantly and effectually punishing the wicked instigators ;—with 
the most consummate policy, they have restrained their indig- 
nation—calmly exposed the real authors of these evils to public 
odium—and wresting the sovereign authority from one who 
was incompetent to wield it, they have gradually concentrated 
and developed a force that would be found irresistible in the 
defence of their new-born liberties. No single trait of ven- 
geance can be found in the proceedings of the Cortes ;—and 
where the mostawful retribution would have been no more than 
exemplary justice, they have wisely foregone its exercise, in 
order to demonstrate, beyond all possibility of doubt, the pa- 
triotism by which they are actuated, and the disinterestedness 
of their public conduct. Every stratagem has been employed 
by the royal party to provoke them to acts which might be 
construed into intemperance and violence, but they have all 
failed. The wisdom of the revolutionists has been superior to 
the cuuning of their enemies. When the royal guards were 
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iustigated to mutiny, it was hoped the revolutionists, urged by 
their fury, would have stormed the palace, the great seat 
of alf the conspiracies against the liberties of the people. 
Then would the cry have been raised, that the sacred 
person of the King was in imminent danger; and the 
power of the holy alliance would have been invoked, to save 
the Lord’s annointed. It was not to be expected that a people sv 
deeply injured, and so grossly insulted, would have contented 
themselves with a calin resolution to assume only a defensive at- 
titude. Such a conspiracy would have justified the prompt sa- 
crifice of all who were implicated in the treason :—but it was 
magnanimous on the part of the people to leave the misguided 
wretches to the operation of the laws :— and the highest wis- 
dom on the part of the Cortes to avoid furnishing a pretext, 
however slight or unfounded, for foreign interference. ‘The 
necessary consequence of this conspiracy, was to deprive the king 
of all further authority ; and to reduce him to an entire depen- 
dence on the Cortes. He has since been trusted with no power; 
and can do no further mischief, except what may be effected in 
his name, by men who heartily despise him, but who have no 
objection to prostitute themselves at the shrine of despotism, in 
the hope of managing the puppet when they may get him into 
their hands. We feel assured, however, that he is safe. The 
Cortes have him in sure custody. They will not, like the Nea- 
politans, trust him out of their keeping. ‘They will make such 
use of the ‘‘ King’s name,” as the prejudices of the age may 
require ; but he is only King for their purposes, not for his 
own! ‘This enrages the Bourbons of France to madness; and, 
in their fury, they would have gone to war, to rescue Ferdinand 
from his deserved thraldom. Hence the appearance and 
organization of the Army of Faith. Hence the intrigues 
to promote dissentions in Spain, which were copied from the 
endeavours of Pitt to sow discord in France, at the commence- 
ment of the French revolution. But thanks to the wisdom and 
penetration of the Cortes, the stratagems have all failed. 
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Wurder and assassination have not been let loose in Spain :— 
uor have the attempts to create dissention among the leaders 
of the revolution been in the least successful. The intrigues 
of France have only tended to consolidate the revolution which 
they could not shake, The people of Spain have learnt 
from them, that to secure their liberties, was of as much 
importance as to obtain them;—and in a few months, thie 
whole of the population of that country will be in arms to defend 
those rights, which they have had courage to assert. The prin- 
cipal enemies of the revolution, are bigotted priests, who pos- 
sess an influence over the minds of their fanatic followers. But 
the Cortes are taking an effectual mode of diminshing this 
influence; by informing the people on the one hand, and iden- 
tifying their interests with the revolution, on the other, by divid- 
ing the communal lands in small portions among the peasantry, 
who thus become proprietors of the soil, and interested in 
defending the power in which their title originates. This was 
the cauze of the success of the French Revolutiou. The sale 
and division of the Church and Crown lands created a host of 
warriors armed in defence of their homes and their families : — 
from this inexhaustible source were the armies of France 
recruited fer so many yenrs:—and it is from the dread of 
this class alone, that the Bourbons are intimidated from the 
restoration of most of the abuses of the old regime. It is 
known how ardently they wish to restore to the Church, and 
the Throne, the large possessions of which they have been 
despoiled so beneficially for the people. But to attempt this, 
would beto call up an opposition not much resembling an En- 
glish Parliamentary opposition, which would oveswhelm the 
throne of the Bourbons in irretrievable ruin. There can be no 
doubt, that the same means will call up the same spirit in Spain 
The wastes will be covered with a hardy population, enthusias. 
ticin the cause of public liberty, from the advantages it will 
confer uponthem :—and resolute in defence of those rights the 
enjoyment of which forms their happiness. 
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To enlighten the public mind, the cultivation of the drama 
is earnestly recommenced by the Cortes, as the readiest mode 
of conveying sentiment, and public principle to the population. 
Every towa Is to have its theatre; and pieces calculated to pro- 
duce the wished-for effect, are to be studiously selected. How 
much the result of all this is dreaded by the despots of Europe 
is safficiently apparent, by the altered tone of the Holy Alliance: 
which, instead of roaring like a lion, and shaking the forest 
with its fury, is content to imitate the braying of an ass, against 
what it fears to attack, though its hatred remains—the more 
insatiable, as there is no prospect that it will ever be gratified. 

In Portugal, matters wear a more pacific aspect, which is 
owing to the difference of the character of the individaal, who 
stands at the head of the executive power. The King of Por- 
tugal seems an honest, well-meaning man; of no transcendant 
ability, but endowed with sufficient good sense, to perceive 
the advantages which the country is likely to derive from the 
Revolution; and too virtuous to regret the loss of an empty 
grandeur, and a power which no one person can exercise for 
the well-being of a nation. We inust not neglect to copy an 
admirable address of this Monarch, to the Cortes, on the com- 
pletion of the Portuguese Constitution. To hear a KiNG admit 
the RiGuTs or MAw as the basis of his authority, is exhili- 
rating. How would Paine exult, at this additional testimony of 
the progress of his principles! The Holy Alliance is now a 
“ scotched snake ;” which, though not quite dead, ‘‘ drags its 


33 


‘* slow length along,” with infinite pain, and must expire at 
g S Pp Pp 


last, “ the laughter, the scorn, and the jest of the world.” 


LISBON, NOV. 5. LAST SITTING OF THE GENERAL, EXTRAORDI- 
NARY, AND CONSTITUENT CORTES, NOV. 4- 


The sitting having been opened and a deputation prepared to re- 
eeive the King in the usual form, his Majesty entered the hall preceds 
ed by the deputation, aud having seated himself on the throne 
delivered the following speech :—** Gentlemen,—At the moment 
when you are going to close your labours in this Legislature, I 


THR BLACK DWARF. 813 


come to congratulate myself with you and the nation on the wis- 
dom of the legislative measures which you have adopted for re- 
formation of the social edifice. My attention is naturally fixed 
on the political constitution—a fundamental law of the state which 
i swore to voluntarily and deliberately, and which receives this 
day the sacred promise of all the citizens. Yes, gentlemen, they 
must feel a virtuous pride in beholding rue r1GHTS OF MAN, as a 
member of society, established on principles as solid and durable 
as eteraal morality: the throne built upon the law; and the pros- 
perity of social institutions sapported by the sublime power of 
the divine religion which we profess ; the safety of individuals and 
property, combined with the interest and security of the state: the 
agreement, the harmony between the rights of the citizen and his 
duties ; the civil liberty of the individual and the well-being of so. 
ciety, guaranteed by the responsibility of the public functionaries | 
and by the just liberty of the press. Ah! gentlemen, whata sum 
of happy results do the conditions of our social compact promise ! 
Faithful representatives of the nation, you embraced the whole ex- 
tent of the wants of the people. While research and meditation 
prepared the work of the Constitutional Code, your care provided a 
remedy for the evils that most urgently required it. Thus the ad. 
ministration of justice and finance, the restoration of public credit, 
commerce, navigation, agriculture, munufactures, public instruc- 
tion, and philanthropy, received the impulse of wisdom and pa- 
triotic zeal which characterises and distinguishes the regenera- 
tors of a nation in an enlightened age. To this spirit of justice 
and order with which the plan of the political regeneration of 
the monarchy was conceived, we owe the relations of friendship 
and interest which happily subsist with Foreign Powers, and very 
particularly with the Constitutional and Representative Govern. 
ments of both Worlds. And I have particular satisfaction in 
being able to announce to you, that the most positive decla- 
ration of the Governments of France and England have fully 
secured us against the fears of any attack upon our independence. 
To this same wisdom, and to the measures of conciliation with 
which you have endeavoured to maintain the integrity of the United 
Kingdom, and to strengthen the fraternal ties which link us to 
the Portuguese of Brazil, the dissenting provinces will owe, I hope, 
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the return of then tranquillity, and of the blessings which they 
cannot expect but from the union with the Portuguese of Europe. 
This subject, gentlemen, awakens recollections which deeply 
afilict my heart. [would not touch on it, were it not so intimately 
connected with the march of your labours, and with the right it 
gives you to the national acknowledgment, and to my particular 
gratitude. The glory of Kings is inseparable from the happiness 
of their subjects; and he who presides over a free natien, is as 
happy as those are miserable who rule over slaves. This is the 
measure of satisfaction which your illustrious and useful labours 
cise me. They open a boundless career of prosperity and 
clory to the noble Portuguese nation, whose fate is essentially 
united with mine. You are going, gentlemen, to receive from your 
constifuents the congratulations and benedictions to which your 
services entitle you, Carry to them, at the same lime, the cer- 
tainty that my care and solicitudes continue to be devoted to the 
welfare of the nation, Assure them of the sincerity of my inten- 
tions, and the consistercy of iny proceedings, of which you have 
bech eye-witnesses; and if it should be necessary, inspire them 
with the true love of their country, which binds them to sacrifice 


. everything for it; and teach them that sincere adherence to the 


Constitutional system essentially consists in obedience to the law, 
and in love of order and justice, without which the best institu- 
tions cannot prosper. In this manner, continuing to instruct and 
to edify, you will enjoy in the public gratitude the just reward of 
your glorious labours; ard the generous nation to which you have 
consecrated them, by following the course which you have traced 
out for it, will become, by the perfection of its social institutions, 
the model and the envy of other people.” 

His Majesty having concluded his speech, the President rose in 
reply, and concluded with sivas for King John VI., the house of 
Braganza, the Catholic and Apostolic religion, and the Portuguese 
nation! The King, rising, said,—‘ Long live the Sovereign 
Congress.” All these exclamations were repeated with enthu- 
siasm both by the deputies and the citizens, who crowded the 
galleries. 


The trifling drawback from the merit of this address which 
is to be found in the vain idea of a union between Portugal 
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and the Brazils, which are separated by the wide waves of the 
Atlantic, may be easily pardoned: as Nature will maintain the 
separation she has made: and Portugal will find that people 
so distant in situation, and so opposite in feelings, must have 
governments at home. The merit of this document is, the 
statement and admission of the JuST BASIS of authority, 
namely, the RIGHTS OF MAN; and the distinction between the 
CONSTITUTION founded on this basis, which is the IMMU- 
TABLE and UNCHANGING law of the state ; as distinct from 
the laws which emanate from the legislative bodies appointed 
to carry the constitution into effect. In our unfortunate coun- 
try, this is entirely overlooked :—and absurdity after absurdity, 
contradiction after contradiction, is tacked to our statute books, 
and then called part of “ the constitution, as by law establish- 
ed!”—as if laws could establish a constitution, instead of 
proceeding from it. Every people will make a jest of us, be- 
fore long ;—and foreigners may laugh safely at us, though we 
must not laugh at ourselves :—for ‘* the five acts” have no 
operation out of this ‘* envy and admiration of the world.” 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF, 
Si 
From the Black Dwarfin London to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 


ANEW THEORY FOR HISTORY—RULERS ALL MAD, AND 
PEOPLE ALL FOOLISH ! 


Respected Friend of the Yellow Vestment, 

Believe me I am truly sorry when my local avocations 
compel me to neglect addressing thee ;—because thou art the 
only person to whom I can communicate my thoughts freely, 
and unbosom myself without reserve. Not that I fear the things 
called laws, or the more mischievous animals called lawyers, or 
the still more mischievous beings called bonzes:—but there 
ave so many difficulties to encounter before you can get some 
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men to listen to truth, or te induce others to look atit, that I 
am often tempted to throw down the pen in despair, and re- 
nounce all hope of mending an age so perverse and peevish ! 
Then I remember that all those who have heretofore embarked 
ia the same course, have had the same difficulties, and many of 
them more dangers to encounter ; and reflecting on the poison- 

e of cup Socrates, the bleeding vein of S:neca, the devotion of 
Regulas, and the legal murders of the Scottish Wallace, and 
the British Sydney, [ resume my labours in the full confidence 
that the truths I teach will be ultimately as triumphant as the 
principles for whicli these sages and these heroes died. ‘Tlie 
things that oppose them, T perceive are as ephemeral as thie 
clouds of gnats that play in the sunbeams. Some of the largest 
of the tribe, such as Perceval, Ellenborough, and Castlereagh, 
have vanished already ; and though blue-bottle succeed to blue- 
bottle on the carcase of corruption, the maggots which they 
produce only contribute the faster to the destruction of the pu- 
trid matter on which they feast, With time and reason on our 
side, what have truth and I to fear, though allthe dungeons in 
the land were grinning in my face with open doors ; and all the 
“« nowers that be’ are in leagae against the principles of my 
creed, It is not putting ona lion’s skin that makes a lion ; or the 
ass in the fable would have been the king of the forest :—nor is 
it threatening, nor raving, nor even punishing the utterance of 
truth, that can give it the nature of falsehood. 

I do not even despair, that the ¢sland of Japaw will have its 
revolution before | have finished my mortal career. It is an 
event quite as probable as the revolutions of Spain, Portugal, 
and Naples, and the Grecian declaration of independence— 
written as all such declarations should be, in the blood of the 
oppressors that oppose them withthe sword. I sometimes in 
dulge my imagination with the idea that the Emperor of Japan 
may resign the crown which he wears with so little advantage to 
his people, and so little comfort, or honor, to himself. I am sure 
if most princes were not madmen, there would be few of them 
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who would torment others only to plague themselves :—for I 
cannot conceive any race of beings more completely miserabie 
than those who are elevated into a sphere completely out of all 
the ordinary enjoyments of rational creatures. ‘They seem to me 
to be in the condition of adventurers in balloons, who leave the 
tirm basis of the earth, to reach the region of storms through 
which they cannot pe:etrate to the wished-for heavens beyond 
them. If a King of any intellect could be a private gentleman 
for a month, he would never return to claim his crown :—and 
this may satisfactorily account for the fact, that so much of the 
monarchial portioi of the globe is governed by madmen and 
fools ! and hence the strange measures which puzzle the heads 
of the wise and the learned, may be properly appreciated as 
the result of heads which have neither wisdom, or learning to 
direct them. It would not be a bad theory for a history of 
some monatchial country to assume as a_ basis that ail its rulers 
had been mad, and the people foolish. Many apparently incom 
prehensible pieces of what is absurdly enough, calied policy- 
would be then intelligible ; and many imaginary mysteries be- 
come as plain “ as way to parish church,’ Nor could it be at 
alla matter of surprise that madmen should have found their 
way into councils of state in past times, when the annals of the 
present day afford an instance of a madman, who was deemed 
vastly superior in his madness to men possessed of their reason, 
and who was considered the very arbiter of all decisions ; and 
the mighty master of a host, the members of which must have 
been all as mad, though somewhat less peremptory than the chief 
madman! My old acquaintance, Peter Finnerty, was the only 
one who ventured to express his conviction of the madness of 
the late Lord Castlereegh —notwithstandinug the many evidences 
of madness and folly, which the “ great statesman” was accuse 
tomed to exhibit. Peter, however, to the credit of his discern. 
ment, and his honesty, boldly declared that he was constituti- 
onally mad—and naturally wmeane ; and even predicted that be 
would search for the carotid artery, and take his own way out 
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of a world, into which it would have been much better tor 
thousands if he had never intruded. 1 did not like to proclaim” 
him mad; for that would have been ia other words, to proclaim 
that this was a land of fools, who trusted madmen with the 
management of their affairs; which would have been rather un™ 
eivil in a foreigner. Hence! contented myscif with a few 
hints that he had not quite so much sense as his flatterers pre- 
tended, nor quite so much honesty as the servant of simpletons 
ought to be possessed of. It appears, however, that the fact of 
his insanity had been known to many for several vears—for one 
of my correspondents las sent me the following letter, which 
“ontains matter for much reflection :—“ Sir,—en Thursday last, 
J metan acquaintance who formerly held a situation in the same 
establishment with myself, who informed me that he had been 
valet to the late Marquis of Londonderry (the last new nick- 
name of Lord Castlereagh) ; and that he went witb his Lord- 
ship to Kingston, Jamaica, in 1816, where he remained fora 
month, continually in the society of the heads of the govern- 
ment of that island. This acquaintance of mine said, the cause 
of his Lordship’s going thither was unknown; Lut it was pre- 
sumed to be some state-secreé ; fur just before his Lordship’s 
departure, he was with the Prince Regent; and when thiS 
young man was engaged as valet, he was desired to go to Wind- 
sor, from which his Lordship started for immediate embarkation: 
On my asking him, whether, during the voyage, he had any 
reason to believe his Lordship was insane, he replied that such 
was the impressiun on his mind, andon the minds of many 
other persons on board ;—and he cited, asa proof, that his 
Lordship was constantly in the habit of talking to himself, and 
Inaloud tone; but that he spoke so fast, and mumbled and 
murmured so much, as to prevent any one within hearing from 
understanding him. The valet added, that whenever he shaved 
his Lordship, he was fearful, lest in some frantic fit, he should 
snatch the razor, and cut both their throats, These particulars 
the young man was desired to conceal, antecedent to the sever- 
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ing asunder of the carotid artery, but since that event he thought 
it not only useless, but folly to bury the matter in oblivion.— 
Now, Sir, I think Peter Finnerty’s statement, that Lord Castle- 
reagh was constitutionally insane, is supported by this corrobo- 
ration ; and have taken the liberty of forwarding you the par 
ticulars. 1 remain, &c. M. A.” 

Ti would, seem from this, that Peter was an excellent judge 
of the lineaments of the ‘* human face divine ;” but I am in- 
clined to believe that he was not indebted for his powers of 
judgment either to Lavater, Spurzheim, orto Dr, Gall :—but 
that he took his data from the principle I have laid down respect- 
ing great men, that ihey could not find their greatest pleasure, 
in the oppression and pillage of others, if they were in full pos- 
Session of rational ficulties!—and that, as one of those who 
did so, Lord Castlereagh must have been constitutionally mad. 
I do not mean it should be inferred that this insanity should be 
pleaded for the parties in exemption of punishment for misdeed, 
and except where it is carried as far as tosever the carotid ar- 
tery, or when the parties set out in earnest forthe next world, 
by any other equally efficacious mode that may be more agreea- 
ble to themselves :—for there isa sufficient degree of intellect 
about such madmen, to enable them to know they are doing 
wrong to others; and if they will not punish themselves for their 
misdeeds, they ought certainly to be punished by those who 
suffer. I remain, 

My friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 

P. S. There is no news. Slopis at his old trade, and the 
sham John Bull at his new one. The Courier es on every ta- 
ble where it is suffered to be placed ;—and the farmers are get. 
ting worse, instead of things “ coming about.” Some things 
indeed, do come about; namely such things as quarter-days, 
and tythe aud tax-gatherers ; and the poor farmer can ouly get 
rid of them by “ going about,” tothe gaol :—where he may wait 
for death to “ come about” for his relief, if he will. 
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THREE LETTERS, 


Addressed to the Freeholders of the Lower division of the 
Wapentake of Strafforth and Tickhill, in the County of 
York, on the existing Agricultural Distress, and its 
connection with the present state of the Representation cf 
the People in Parliament, BY A RESIDENT FREE- 
HOLDER, 


LETTER II. 
Gentlemen, 

I ihink I proved in my last, that you are every 
year paying to the amount of more than one-third of the gross 
produce of your estates in taxes, laid on during the last 38 
years ; and to any person in the least connected with the agri- 
cultural concerns of the nation, that this amount goes to the 
amount of the whole of the rental is apparent enough. But 
the amount exceeds the statement already given in many small 
sums; postages, stamps, &c. &c. which I do not notice, but 
they exist (with shame be it spoken) nevertheless. But there 
is one article which should be of immense importance by the 
exertions made by our modern philanthropists, and are now 
making in its support, and that is,—the education of the rising 
offspring, An aged friend of the writer hereof, yesterday, 
was relating to a large company, that his father placed him 
in a very respectable academy at Skipton, in this county, 
where, board included, English, Greek, and Latin were 
taught, and that no more than nine pounds was paid for the 
whole, and fourteen, I know from experience, was paid at the 
academy at Leeds, so lately as the year 1773. Not less than 
thiriy is now the price, so the gross produce of several acres 
of land is swallowed up in this most essential article only. 
And, Gentlemen, be it ever remembered, that pounds, shil- 
lings, and pence, ever since the Bank of England stopped 
payment in the year 1797, will never, can never demunstrate 
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io you your real situation, for if you retrospect the last forty 
years, a load of wheat, an article of the very first necessity, 
sometimes meant eighty shillings, and sometimes fifteen, and 
even less; this has been a fine harvest for loan jobbers and 
jobbers of every description, who live, like Barrington, by 
their wits, but has been misery and ruin both to you and the 
whole of the industrious part of the community. It is lament- 
able to find that the interests of such men should be considered 
of such importance by the ministers of the crown, but it is 
from such men that they have found means to plunge the 
country into its hideous amount of debt, and its attendant tax- 
ation. It is by these men that loans of immense amount have 
been furnished, and most enormous have been their profits. 
These men, bythe enormous influence which money gives to the 
executive power, have been the sure root and foundation from 
whence all the evils of excessive taxation have sprung; and 
a majority of those whose bounden duty it was to correct 
ministerial extravagance, and to protect your property, have 
forgotten those who created them, have forgotten that they 
purported to be representatives of the people, and have uni- 
formly, or nearly so, supported the power which had got pos- 
session of the public purse through their want of fidelity, and, 
it is feared, looking for patronage and emolument, and prefer- 
ment to their families, have forgotten the paramount duty 
of every one to support the public interest; for therein consists 
all individual happiness, For, Gentlemen, it is an irrefragable 
truth, that though you practice every moral virtue, and 
every religious duty, all can be rendered of little avail, if govern- 
ment set an example of profusion and be conducted on selfish 
principles. 

The wisdom of our forefathers has laid down systems of go- 
vernment and legislation, which, ifthey had been held sacred, 
would have preserved you from the dreadful situation in which 
you at present stand; without looking so far back as the date 
of the great charter, we have of comparatively recent date, 
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the Bill of Rights and the Act of Settlement, which placed the 
present Royal family on the throne; the former guaranteed 
the right of petitioning for a redress of grievances, and the 
latter prohibited persons receiving pay froma government, from 
sitting and voting in the House of Commons. The atrocities 
committed at Manchester on the 16th of August, 1819, when 
not only approbation was bestowed on the actors, but all in- 
quiry therein refused by the Legislature, prove how little re. 
gard is paid to the first, and the swarms of placemen and 
pensioners, ‘who infest the House of Commons, and are suffer- 
ed to sit and vote there, how little regard is paid to the latter. 
Thus, Gentlemen, you have been deceived by men, who while 
they had the constitutiqn on their tongues, were the destoyers 
and haters of it in their hearts, to sanction measures whicli 
must prove your utter ruin and misery, if not prevented by 
your resorting to those constitutional measures which are in 
your power, and in which the sovereign, by his coronation oath, 
is bound to give you his support. 

Only for a moment, Gentlemen, reflect on the folly and ab- 
surdity of persons receiving wages from you, persons hired by 
you to do your necessary business, being placed in a situation 
in which they have become your rulers, and have the entire 
command of your persons and property, and you need no more 
wonder that the selfishness and extravagance of such, should 
have brought you into your present distressed state, than if 
you had suffered your bired menial servants to be your masters, 
and had become mendicants through their profusion and pro- 
fligacy, and entailed upon yourselves the obloquy of your neigh- 
bours, and the curses of your posterity, for your criminal neg- 
lect and inertion. 

Depend upon it, Gentlemen, it is out of the power of the fe- 
gislature to do you any service worth accepting, but by repeal- 
ing all the taxes that have been imposed since tlie year 1790. 
The price of corn might be raised by the repeal of Mr. Peel’s 
bill, and the removal of what has been affectedly called the 
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Bank Restriction Act; but this measure would entail ruin on 
our manufacturers, and I am sure you are enlightened enough 
to see that the agricultural and manufacturing interests must 
stand and fall together, that they are of vital import to 
each other, and that the permanent prosperity of both, 
depends on the constitutional rights of the kingdom being 
strictly preserved and respected. 

The practical evils which have resulted from the violations 
of the Act of Settlement are notorious; there is more than one 
man now in the receipt of pensions paid by you, which amounts 
in pounds, shillings, and pence, te more than the gross product 
of the four townships contiguous to that in which this is writ- 
ten, yet these four townships cover an extent of country five 
miles long and four broad, compose perhaps the most fertile 
soil of the Wapentake, and contain a population of more than 
three thousand souls. If you read with attention the debates 
in the House of Commons, you will judge of their emptiness 
and sophistry, and self interest, by the result of their votes, aud 
you will find even those who have the shallowness to assert 
that the monarchy cannot be preserved without this shameless 
corruption, forgetting at the same time, that such reasoning was 
the greatest libel en the monarchy, and the most derogatory to 
its honour that could have been uttered. 

Now this man who swallows up the gross product of six 
thousand acres of lund, is a legislator, and numbers of his rela- 
tions are legislators also, and there are scores of others of the 
same stamp, though perhaps not so extraordinary in amouat as 
this man and a few others:—they vote away your money to the 
servants of the Crown, and the servants of the Crown reward 
them with pensions, and those pensions have been augmented 
for years, because, as the Minister of the day says, the neces- 
saries of life are become dearer; now then, according to their 
argument, that the necessaries of life have reverted to their 
old prices, the old salaries should revert also, but nothing 
of this is heard of, although the very capital of the kingdom 
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is destroyed by the taxation created by Parliament and the 
Poors’ Rate, the authentic and undoubted offspring of that 
taxation; nor is it likely to be otherwise, so long as the man 
who voles the supply in Parliament, should receive and enjoy 
the money so voted. 

And although Parliament has been for these thirty years re- 
miaded of these abuses, although it has been urged by petitions 
signed by millions, that the state of the representation was not 
as the Constitution purported it should be, yet no redress could 
be obtained, but in reality, positive loss of liberty and enormous 
fines have been laid on some of such as have shewn themselves 
the best and only real friends of the liberties of the people, 
and numbers are now languishing in prisons for urging others 
to assist them in their endeavours in restoring the represen- 
tation of the people to that state in which it was placed, when 
the original stamina on which the Constitution is formed, were 
created. 

How then, Gentlemen, unless this state of the question be 
denied, can the stockholder of the last thirty years call himself 
- a national creditor? How can he who has paid nothing to the 
Poors’ Rate, Highways, &c., while a man possessing a hundred 
acres only, has during that term of years paid the enormous 
sum of 1,5001 ? How can he complain if now he be called 
upon to contribute to the public burdens as well as the land. 
holders? I know no reason why he should not, yet mention 
this in the House of Commons, and a cry of national faith is 
set up. This eubject of national faith shall be the subject of 
my next, which is tc conclude my address to you for the present, 
which I hope to lay before you before the meeting at Etridge’s 
Hotel takes place, on the 4th of November next, at which meet- 
ing I hope to find the attendance of every gentleman in the 
county who has a character, by which I mean all those gentle- 
men who live on their property, and are of a stamp the York- 
shire gentleman should be of, and of suchas they were in former 
times. Not such as have what I call the meanness to quartet 
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their sons on the public; such I want to meet nowhere. In my 
mind the course of events has thrown all such into the scale 
of consumers, and have no interest whatever in the measures 
to be there pursued for the salvation of the country, which at 
present isin a state far more alarming than it was at the time 
a set of men set up a cry of danger of levelling, which stupid 
cry now so clearly exploded, perhaps has laid the foundation 


from which the present unnatural distorted state of the country 
has arisen, 


There is an observation which I shall make now preparatory 
to what I write on the subject in my next, that though Landed 
Property and its produce have so diminished in value, I repeat 
it once more not from the low state of the price of produce, 
but from the Parochial Parliamentary Taxation which have - 
arisen during the last 38 years, yet the price of the Funds has 
increased in the same proportion that the Land has dimin- 
ished. This shews at once the unfair and unequal modes in 
which the public burdens are distributed, and marks in form 
unextinguistrable, how the law of taxation without representa- 
tion has worked. Ministers resemble spendthrift heirs, who 


dare not fall out with the Jews who supply their extravagance ; 
and if we look into history and see what the Jews suffered in 
fromer times from popular insurrections, and consider what 
the people suffered from the connexion which subsisted between 
those men and our Monarchs of that day, we need not wonder 
if similar causes produce similar effects, and that popular rage 
sooner or later, will be let loose upon those men who have 
been so ready, not only here but all over the continent of 
Europe, to supply despotic principles with the artillery now 
principally resorted to every where, to destroy in the bud every 
thing like liberty, and its offspring property, and like the des- 
potic governments of the East, to suffer only tyrants and slaves 
to exist from the agency of stipendiary Magistrates, Janissaries, 
&c>—What the Jews were in former days, are the Stock Job- 
bers, and Loan Mongers now, and the profits that have arisen 
to them since the Bank stopt payment, bear a strong proportion 
to the incredible losses which the country has sustained since , 
that period. ‘Ihe abominable subsidies given to Foreign 
Princes, have all been furnished and lost through the instrument. 
ality of this description of men and gentlemen! You have 
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none but yourselves to look to for prevention of the recurrence 
of measures which have brought you into your present peril ; 
for remember the Whigs in Parliament, your natural leaders, as 
‘they call themselves, have uniformly turned their backs upon 
.you when the cay of trial came. When the famous subsidy to 
Austria came before the House, a Whig leader (I dare not name 
him,) proposed that the amount of the loan should be nearly 
doubled, yet such is the inconsistency attendant on want of 
principle, that the same man is now one ofthe loudest in his 
whinings of Agricultural Distress. Wien the Speaker’s salary 
was thought too little because of the dearness of times, and some 
augmentation was proposed by the Ministry of £3000 a year; 
a Whig leader thought the proposition of the Minister too 
scanty, aud proposed the salary should be doubled and made 
£600). A county member whose hair stood on an end when 
one of the very few real friends of the people, in language no 
stronger than proper, reprobated the principles of the House, 
-assnmiug the character of both Judge and Accuser, and who was 
the first to move for his committal to the Tower, now daily 
torments the Ministers with his complaints, and in Janguage 
which drew from the late Lord Londonderry terms of severe 
reprehension. These instances prove the imbecility of the op- 
ponents of Ministers, and the weakness of Ministers themselves 
is equally apparent. Lord Liverpool had the folly to make 
something like the following Speech in the House, “ It was not 
contined (that is, her distress) to the kingdom, it was equally 
bad abroad, particularly in America.” Now, Gentlemen, if 
your estates were in America, the consequence would be, that 
if you could not sell your produce, you might consume it at home ; 
you might live in splendor upon it and keep your retainers as 
the Feuda) Barons did here in days of old; you were not forc- 
ed, as here, after labouring to produce your harvest,—after sow - 
ing and ploughing, and reaping, and dunging, and weeding to 
give your produce to the tax-gatherer, and to maintain scores 
of paupers iuto the bargain, which the rapacity of the tax-ga- 
therer has entajled upon you. Thereis no similarity between 
the two cases, and a lementable proof hence arises of the in- 
competency of his Majesty’s Ministers to conduct the affairs of 
the nation, and mote particularly when such palpable absurdity 
was displayed by one deemed oracular by his associates. But 
-af thisanda hundred other marks of imbecility which might 
be adduced, were not sufficient, the absolute nonsense of the 
Bill of Mr. Peel, the total want of knowledge of the common 
principles of arithmetic,—the most stupid flying in the face of 
all reason and precedent, must strike even the most profligate 
stipendiary Journalist with shame and confusion for the ig- 
norance and weakness of his patrons. 
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The Bank stopt payment when the amount of the government 
taxation was 16 millions. It was that stoppage which grada- 
ally reised the price of the necessaries of lite, produced an im- 
mense quantity of paper» money, ruined thousands of families 
by creating au artificial famine, and enabled Ministers to carry 
on a war and incur a debt of 600 millions for the restoration to 
the Throne of their ancestors, of an expatriated foreign family 
which had always been the bitter enemy of this country. After 
this stoppage and the ‘protection given by Parliament to this 
act of iniquity,—after the House of Commons, by a solemn 
resolution, had declared to the public, that paper was not de- 
preciated, and that its value was equivalent to gold coin, this very 
Hfouse of Commons, at the instance of the Ministry, without the 
least restriction, without any regard to its own former resolu- 
tions, declares that paper is not equivalent to gold, passes a Bill 
for the restoration of a metallic currency, and thereby throws 
out of circulation an immense quantity of the circulating 
medium of exchange for the earths’ products, and thus 
destroys all equilibrium between the quantity of product 
brought to market,’and the value by which it is to be purchased ; 
no reasoning can be more simple than that as an overplus of 
paper money produced the dearness, so an insufficient quantit 
produces the cheapness; yet with all these facts, known to 
every school boy, comes out the famous Bill of Mr, Peel, de- 
manding money payment just as though the amount of taxes 
paid to Government, had been the same as it was before the 
Restriction Act took place. Yet with an excess or increase 
of between 30 aud 40 millions of taxation, it appears that the 
Honourable House would not-foresee the impracticability of 
metallic currency, where such an unheard of taxation was ex- 
acted. It is this Bill that has caused the ruin of Agriculturists, 
and the former Bill ruiied our manufacturers. If a metallic 
currency be the media of exchange, agricultural produce will 
meet with a still further depression, perhaps to more than one- 
half of its present value; but a very short time after May 
next, Ministers will be obliged to retrace all the steps they 
have taken for the restoration of Cash Payments, and if so, 
what do they not deserve, for the ruin and misery they have 
brought on many fair families? 


A FREEHOLDER. 


a 





SONG ; 
Sung on the day of Mr. Hunt’s Liberation from Captivity. 
Tune.—Johnny Cope. 


What pleasing news is this I hear, 
That strikes upon my ravish’d ear? 
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Tis Hunt has left his dungeon drear 
This joyous happy morning. . 
Hlustrious Patriot! bold and true, 


: Ourswarmest thanks to thee are due ; 


We hail thy liberation now! 
. Aud bid thee a good morning. 


See Freedom’s banners wave on high ! 
The shouts of m'llions rend the sky ! 
Aud ‘* Hunt for ever’’ is the cry, 

On this auspicious morning, _ 
Bound with the Boroough-mongers chain, 
Their schemes to crash h'm were in vain ; 
He brav’d the monster in his den, 

And beat him in the morning. 


A captive, single-handed too, 

He baffled Bridle and his crew ; 

Their hellish deeds expos’d to view 
To shame therm io the morning. 

Poor Colston now may wipe his eye, 

In angnish heave the bitter sigh ; 

For Hunt has beat him hip and thigh, 
To him a gloomy morning. 


Fell disappointment’s rankling dart 
Will all its keenest pangs impart ; 
Despair will guaw his aching heart, 
Rach miserable morning. 
But may each manly true pelight, 
With joy unclouded, clear, and bright 
Attend our hero, noon and night 
And each succeeding morning. 


We trust, seon on St. Stephen’s floor, 
He'll face the front of lawless power ; 
Make all the venal tribe to cower, 

And hide them in. the morning. 
The Caterpillars of the State, 
Tho’ now in power and pride elate, 

Shall siuk amid their country’s hate, 

On no far distant morning. 


Great Patriot, thou wilt yet succeed ! 
Thy voice will strike corruption dead ; 
Aud freedom yet shall lift her head, 
To cheer us in the morning ; 
With ardent hope that time to see, 
We pass this day in mirth and glee,— 
Our toast is ‘* Hunt and Liberty,” 
We'll pledge it night and moruing. 


South Shields. SCOTCH SAnDY. 
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